
ined in was 10; total number of questions asked, 50; per¬
centage required to pass, 75. The total number of candidates
examined was 23 of whom 19 passed and 4 failed. One candi¬
date was licensed through reciprocity. The following colleges
were represented:

passed Year Per
College Grad. Cent.

College of Physicians and Surgeons, Little Rock.
.

(1909) 75.8
University of Arkansas .(1905) 85
Kansas Medical College.(1894) 85.2
Kentucky School of Medicine.(1896) 75
Flint Medical College.(1909) 80, 87.8
Maryland Medical College.(1003) 86.4
University of Nashville.(1008) 78.6 ; (1900) 88.0. 00.6
Memphis Hospital Medical College.

.

(1901) 75; (1908) 76.2; 87.2;
(1909) 76.6, 77, 77, 81.8.

Vanderbilt University .(1894) 83.6
University of the South.(1901) 80.4

FAILED

Louisville Medical College.(1903) 63.4
Memphis Hospital Medical College.

.

(1801) 29.2; (1908) 64.4
Meharry Medical College .(1909) 73.6

LICENSED THROUGH RECIPROCITY
Year Reciprocity

College Grad. with.
Washington University, St. Louis.(1907) Missouri

Queries and Minor Notes
Anonymous Communications will not be noticed. Every letter

must contain the writer's name and address, but these will be
omitted, on request.

SEMELINCIDENCE
To the Editor:—The suggestion of Dr. T. L. Hazzard (The Jour¬

nal  .  .  ., Nov. 13, 1909, liii, 1658; Sept. 18, 1909, liii, 963)
to adopt the term "semelincident" to designate diseases that do not
recur, is a good one. We think largely in words, and if this word
with its significance is put clearly before the profession, something
may be accomplished to explain practically certain phases of
immunity.

As Dr. Hazzard intimates, the word is not entirely new,
though apparently not in the dictionaries. My recollection is that
I heard it as an undergraduate student, over twenty years ago.
At any rate it was familiar to me at least as early as 1902, when
it was used in a classification of infections and I have used it in
a number of published articles.

The term "immunifacient" is also an excellent one, but of some¬
what different meaning, as a number of diseases, such as diphtheria
and influenza, are self-limiting, and immunize against themselves
for a time. Whether there is an essential difference between the
immunities thus produced or whether there is merely a difference in
degree, is an important question.

Another interesting problem is with regard to a group of rare
diseases of high mortality, such as cerebrospinal fever, equinia,
tetanus, anthrax, etc. By the law of chance, a repetition of such
a disease would be extremely rare but it is possible that large
series might show statistically whether there is really a semelinci-
dence.

A few diseases, like pneumonia, diphtheria and rheumatism, are
said to predispose to recurrences but there seems to be some ques¬
tion as to the exact nature of the infection in the first and as to
the infectiousness of the last while the predisposition in diphtheria
is probably due to a chronic throat lesion.

Certain infections, such as tuberculosis, leprosy, syphilis and the
malignant neoplasms, if these be due to micro-organisms, do not
tend to spontaneous recovery so that immunization with germ
products is not to be expected a priori, though one must always yield
to the argument of fact. The old idea of "exhaustion of the soil"
in the case of semelincident diseases is now commonly ridiculed but
it must be admitted that in a crude, practical way, it represents a
fact. Indeed, the expression is to be criticized rather from the
agricultural than from the bactériologie side. The modern theory
of immunity may, with similar crudity, be interpreted as implying
that the semelincident disease, instead of exhausting the soil, adds
something to it, which prevents the further growth of a particular
kind of germ, vegetable or animal as the case may be, without
interfering either with normal physiologic processes or the growth
of other germs. When we contemplate the fact that this process of
addition or subtraction, may be repeated for half a dozen different
diseases for the same individual without any apparent effect on

his physiology, we are face to face with a very puzzling problem.
A priori, "exhaustion of the soil" does not impress me as any
more ridiculous than the opposite action and the exact nature of the
alteration requires careful study, without reference to the popularity
or authority of any hypothesis. A. L. Benedict, M.D., Buffalo.

The Public Service
Medical Department of the Army

Changes for the week ended Nov. 20, 1909 :

Lyster, Theodore C, major, relieved from duty with the Isthmian
Canal Commission, December 22 ; will proceed to the United States
for orders.

Thornburgh, Robert M., capt., order for duty at Army General
Hospital, San Francisco, revoked.

Wilson, James S., major, order for duty at Military Prison,
Alcatraz Island, Cal., revoked ; will proceed at the expiration of
his present leave of absence to Fort Ethan Allen, Vt., for duty.

Kendall, William P., major, when relieved at Fort Ethan Alle.1,
Vt., will proceed to Fort Riley, Kan., for duty-

Harris, Jesse R., capt., granted sick leave of absence for 3 months.
Hill, Eben C, 1st lieut., granted sick leave of absence for 21

days.
Lyster, William J. L., major, ordered from San Francisco, to Fort

Oglethorpe, Ga., for duty.
Keefer, Frank R., major, granted leave of absence for 1 month,

7 days.
Ewing, Charles B., major, retired from active service, having been

found disqualified for promotion.
Howard, Deane C, major, Ekwurzel, George M., capt., Keller,

William L., capt., and Richardson, William II., 1st lieut, relieved
from duty in Philippines Division ; will sail February 15, for San
Francisco.

Brown, Ira C, 1st lieut., M. R. C, ordered to proceed at the
expiration of his present leave of absence to Fort Lawton, Wash.,
for duty.

Campbell. George F., 1st lieut., M. R. C, granted leave of absence
for 3 months.

Jarrett, Arthur R., 1st lieut., M. R. C, granted leave of absence to
December 29.

Norriss, Henry C. R., 1st lieut., M. R. C, ordered to active duty ;
will proceed to Vancouver Barracks, Wrash., for duty.

Maguire, Daniel F.. 1st lieut., M. R. C, ordered to active duty ;
will proceed to Fort Myer, Va., for duty.

Barney, Fred M., 1st lieut., M. R. C, relieved from duty at Fort
Myer, Va., and ordered to Fort Clark, Tex., for duty.

Lamb. William R., 1st lieut., M. R. C, resignation accepted, to
take effect November 18.

Eliot, Henry W., 1st lieut., M. R. C, relieved from further duty in
the Philippines Division, and ordered to proceed at the expiration
of his present leave of absence to Fort McKinley, Me., for duty.

Adair, George F., Kennedy, James S., Chase, Alpha M., and de
Niedman, William F., 1st lieuts.. M. R. C, relieved from duty in
their present stations ; will proceed February 5 from San Francisco,
for Philippine service.

McCallum, Francis M., 1st lieut., M. R. C, relieved from duty at
Schofield Barracks, H. T. ; will proceed to San Francisco, on trans¬
port leaving Manila, P. I., February 15.

Mills, Robert H., dental surgeon, left Fort Riley, Kan., and
returned to his proper station, Fort Adams, R. I.

Laflamme, Frank L. K., dental surgeon, arrived at Fort Benjamin
Harrison, Ind., for duty.

Scott, Harold O., dental surgeon, ordered to Columbus Barracks,
Ohio, for duty, at the expiration of his present leave of absence.

Rhoades, Rex. H., dental surgeon, relieved from duty at Columbus
Barracks, Ohio, and ordered to San Francisco, in time to sail
February 5 for Philippine service.

Ingalls, Raymond E., dental surgeon, relieved from duty In the
Philippines Division, will sail February 15 for San Francisco.

Marshall, John S., E. and S. D. S., granted leave of absence for
3 months, when relieved from Philippine service.

Medical Corps of the Navy
Changes for the week ended Nov. 20, 1909 :

Pickrell, G., surgeon, detached from duty in connection with fitting
out the Solace and ordered to command that vessel when placed
In service.

Streets, T. H., medical director, placed on the retired list from
Nov. 20, 1909.

Blackwell,  . M., surgeon, detached from the Naval Academy and
ordered to duty in connection with fitting out the Solace, and to
duty on board that vessel when placed in service.

Ilolcomb, R. C, surgeon, detached from the Naval Hospital,
Norfolk, Va., and ordered to duty in connection with fitting out
the Solace, and to duty on board that vessel when placed in service.

Garton, Vf. M., surgeon, detailed from the Ohio and ordered to
the Naval Hospital, Norfolk, Va.

Angeny, G. L., surgeon, ordered to the Naval Recruiting Station,
Baltimore.

McDonnold, P. E., P. A. surgeon, detached from the Naval
Academy and granted sick leave for 3 months.

Viekery,  .  ., P. A. surgeon, detached from the Naval Hospital,
Boston, and ordered to duty in connection with fitting out the
Solace, and to duty on board that vessel when placed in service.

Schmidt, L. M., asst.-surgeon, detached from the Navy Yard,
Charleston, S. C, and ordered to duty in connection with fitting
out the Solace, and to duty on board that vessel when placed in
service.

Clark, G. F., asst.-surgeon, detached from the Naval Recruiting
Station, Baltimore, and ordered to duty in connection with fitting
out the Solace, and to duty on board that vessel when placed in
service.

Briefer, J. M., P. A. surgeon, ordered to the Naval Academy.Streets, T. H., medical director, detached from duty as a member
of the Naval Retiring Board, Washington, D. C, and ordered home
to wait orders.

Heiner. R. G., P. A. surgeon, detached from the Albany and
ordered to the Navy Yard, Mare Island, Cal.

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a Oakland University User  on 05/31/2015


